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Individual NESA Awards

NESA Silver Wreath Award

NESA Outstanding Eagle Scout Award

Distinguished Eagle Scout Award 

NESA Distinguished Service Award 

Glenn A. & Melinda W. Adams Service Project 
of the Year Award



NESA Silver Wreath Award

• The NESA Silver Wreath Award was established by the 
National NESA Committee for service to NESA. Local 
Councils with active NESA Committees may recognize 
individual leadership and/or service by committee members 
via the Silver Wreath Award. 

• Recipients must be a member in good standing in NESA for 
at least two years.



NESA Outstanding Eagle Scout Award

The NESA Outstanding Eagle Scout Award is 
presented solely to Eagle Scouts who demonstrate 
remarkable achievements well beyond their Scouting 
endeavors by excelling in their careers and/or 
vocations at local, regional, or national levels. NOESA 
recipients inspire others through their positive 
actions, demonstrating excellence in their chosen 
professions, hobbies, community service, and 
adherence to religious beliefs.



Distinguished Eagle Scout Award

The Distinguished Eagle Scout Award (DESA) was 
established in 1969 by the National Eagle Scout 
Association to recognize Eagle Scouts who achieve 
extraordinary international/national-level recognition, 
fame, or eminence within their profession, avocation 
and/or service to the nation and have a strong record 
of voluntary service to their community.



NESA Distinguished Service Award

• The purpose of the NESA DSA is to recognize those 
who have given a lifetime of extraordinary 
leadership and service nationally to NESA, resulting 
in a significant impact on a national or territorial 
level.

• Five or less can presented annually.



Distinguished Eagle Scout Award (DESA)



DESA - Requirements

Requirement 1. The nominee must have earned the Eagle Scout rank through the Boy 
Scouts of America at least 25 years prior to submission of this nomination.



DESA - Requirements

Requirement 1. The nominee must have earned the Eagle Scout rank through the Boy 
Scouts of America at least 25 years prior to submission of this nomination.

Requirement 2. The nomination must state the specific reasons or how the nominee 
has received international/national-level recognition, fame, or eminence within the 
identified professional field or avocation.



DESA - Continued

Career/Avocation Consideration Factors:

• Position title(s)

• Position responsibilities

• Speaking/presentations/writing

• Leadership

• Company/Industry/Area of Interest size



DESA - Continued

Career/Avocation Consideration Factors:

• Position title(s)

• Position responsibilities

• Speaking/presentations/writing

• Leadership

• Company/Industry/Area of Interest size

Visibility/Prominence

• Image

• Recognition

• Other contributions: patents, copyrights, 
products, developments



DESA - Requirements

Requirement 1. The nominee must have earned the Eagle Scout rank through the Boy 
Scouts of America at least 25 years prior to submission of this nomination.

Requirement 2. The nomination must state the specific reasons or how the nominee 
has received international/national-level recognition, fame, or eminence within the 
identified professional field or avocation.

Requirement 3. Through the years, …a nominee should also have a strong record of 
voluntary service to his community. This is in addition to his… a distinguished career, 
not in place of one. Service to Scouting is not required but can qualify as community 
service.



NESA Outstanding Eagle Scout Award (NOESA)

History

• Since the Distinguished Eagle Scout Award recognizes national and 
international career achievement, many highly successful Eagle 
Scouts were not qualified, and their accomplishments were not 
being sufficiently recognized. 

• The National Outstanding Eagle Scout Award was created to 
recognize these achievements by Eagle Scouts in the local area, 
territory, and regional levels. 



NESA Outstanding Eagle Scout Award (NOESA)

• All NOESA recipients must be Eagle Scouts in good standing with 
the Boy Scouts of America and must either be registered with or 
have their primary residence within the boundaries of the 
nominating council.

• No length of time is required to have passed since earning the 
rank.  



NESA Outstanding Eagle Scout Award (NOESA)

Examples of possible recipients include:

• Local or even national heroes and celebrities (with less than 25 years as 
an Eagle) at the peak of their notoriety, whose achievements outside of 
Scouting have touched and inspired others;

• Philanthropists, public servants, educators, or business owners who 
have made a positive, long-term impact as cornerstones of the 
community; 

• Individuals who have attained prominence at the state level in their 
profession or avocation—an avocation being any activity including, but 
not limited to, athletics, hobbies, collecting, outdoor adventure, and 
record-setting activities.



NESA Outstanding Eagle Scout Award (NOESA)

• Each recipient’s actions and accomplishments should elevate the 
stature of Eagle Scouts in the public eye, and each recipient shall 
be held to the standards set forth in the Scout Oath, Scout Law, 
and national BSA standards for membership.

• Guidelines for Approving a Nomination
Each council NESA committee may present two NOESA’s per year, 
with the option of awarding an additional NOESA for every 100 
Eagle Scout awards or fraction thereof certified the previous year. 



NESA Outstanding Eagle Scout Award (NOESA)

• In addition, DESA recipients may not receive a NOESA, although a 
NOESA recipient may be nominated for the DESA once he has 
achieved prominence at the international/national level and meets 
the 25-year time requirement since earning Eagle.

• Nominees may earn the NESA Outstanding Eagle Scout Award one 
time only.

• The NOESA may not be granted posthumously



DESA / NOESA Grid

Scope
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High NOESA ??? DESA DESA

Medium NOESA NOESA ??? DESA

Low NOESA NOESA ??? ???



Glenn A. & Melinda W. Adams Service 
Project of the Year Award



Glenn A. & Melinda W. Adams 
Service Project of the Year Award

• Each local council will choose a council-level winner 
for the Eagle Scout Service Project of the Year 
Award.

• On or before January 31 of each year, an Eagle 
Scout, his parents, or any registered Scouting 
volunteer (with the Eagle Scout’s permission) may 
submit his Eagle Scout leadership service project 
for consideration.



Glenn A. & Melinda W. Adams Service Project 
of the Year Award

• Territories NESA committees will select one winner for each region 
on or before March 31 each year. Territories award winners will be 
considered for the Glenn A. and Melinda W. Adams National Eagle 
Scout Service Project of the Year Award.

• The three regional winners who do not win the national award will 
receive $350 to be available for their future educational purposes 
or a national or international Scouting event



Glenn A. & Melinda W. Adams Service Project 
of the Year Award

• The national winner will receive only the national prize of $3,500. 
The national award winner will receive a certificate, and a silver 
device for the Eagle embroidered knot.

• The cash may be used for the Scout’s future educational purposes 
or for him to attend a national or international Scouting event or 
venue



Glenn A. & Melinda W. Adams Service Project 
of the Year Award

Submission Guidelines

• The nomination shall be submitted to the NESA committee of the 
council in which the service project was completed on or before 
January 31 of each year. The submission must include the 
application (found on www.nesa.org), a name and summary of the 
project, and the Eagle Scout’s contact information.

• A complete duplicate copy of his Eagle Scout Leadership Service 
Project Workbook (previously submitted by the Scout to his Eagle 
board of review committee) must be attached to the application.



Glenn A. & Melinda W. Adams Service Project 
of the Year Award

Evaluation criteria for project planning required include:

• Effort to develop the project

• Extent and character of the leadership provided by the Scout

• Extent of achievement of the planned result, including changes or modifications required to 
complete the project

• Project’s impact on the beneficiary and/or on the community at large



Glenn A. & Melinda W. Adams Service Project 
of the Year Award

Evaluation criteria for project planning required include:

• Effort to develop the project

• Extent and character of the leadership provided by the Scout

• Extent of achievement of the planned result, including changes or modifications required to 
complete the project

• Project’s impact on the beneficiary and/or on the community at large

• Originality of the project

• Scope of the work

• Time and materials contributed

• Level of skill employed to complete the project



nesa.org



Questions?
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